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Policy Recommendations to Address Water Access and Quality 

Communities 

To decrease the excessive burden water privatization has on communities of color, we can consider the following policy 
recommendations:  

 Federal investment with long-term public funding to prevent water shutoffs because of unaffordable water bills 
is needed. Funding should prioritize disadvantaged communities and communities with the greatest water 
affordability challenges. In addition, federal research initiatives, including on the benchmark for water 
affordability and the lasting effect of lien sales on communities of color, is needed.47 

 Local legislation to ban water lien sales and prevent the privatization of water systems would also be helpful. 
Communities can establish percentage-of-income billing for low-income households so that water bills are 
adjusted down to the level that a household can afford to pay. Finally, communities should recognize the human 
right to affordable, clean water.  

 Water subsidy programs may also be a viable solution. Chile’s water aid program, for example, aims to ensure 
households don’t may more than 3% of their income for a set quantity of water determined to meet essential 
needs.48 A study of Chile’s water aid found that the program was well targeted to the households that needed 
the assistance, when compared to other water aid programs.  

To decrease the disproportionate burden that water pollution and decreased water access tied to the agricultural 
industry has particularly on Hispanic, Native Americans, and low-income households several polices should be 
considered:   

 Increase funding for conservation through state and federal programming with targeting of high-impact lands to 
fund. Incentivize and support grassland conservation/reclamation, wetlands conservation/reclamation, 
floodplain restoration/reconnection/rehabilitation for pollution and erosion filtering, mitigation of pollutants, 
flood damage buffering, potentially paid for in part by penalties for polluting water sources.49 

 Rework crop insurance practices and valuations to drive more sustainable agriculture practices.50, 51 
 Establish meaningful tribal consultation processes, like Free, Prior, and Informed Consent regarding federal and 

state actions in which the impact of projects on water quality for drinking water, cultural practices, and 
traditional food sources are considered.52 Existing environmental assessments should be adjusted to include 
traditional knowledge as meaningful components of the decisional making and reporting.53 
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 Establish a comprehensive national groundwater level network with uniform coverage of major aquifers, climate 
zones, or land uses. For many aquifers in the United States, the basic data needed for such assessments are not 
available, and hence our knowledge of the water budget for them is limited.54   

 States that continue to adhere to the English rule should be encouraged to adopt a Reasonable Use or 
Correlative Rights approach to groundwater management. These approaches balance the individual rights of 
landowners with those of other users of the same aquifer. At the same time, these doctrines promote the most 
efficient use of a vital natural resource.55 

 Establish a nationwide assessment of socioeconomic and racial/ethnic disparities of exposures to nitrate or 
other contaminants in US drinking water.  

 Invest locally, statewide, and federally in water infrastructure (prioritizing disproportionately affected 
communities) including water treatment facilities and more robust testing, monitoring, investigation, 
enforcement, and reporting.    

 Due to low enforcement rates of Safe Drinking Water Act violations, local and state ordinances could prohibit 
water pollution and establish penalties, like in Dane County.  

Schools 

To decrease dangerous levels of lead in water in schools and to ensure safe drinking water to children in schools:  

 All schools should be required to regularly test and monitor their water and be provided with the funding to do 
so. 

 Develop a centralized database to collect and share lead testing data.  
 Provide funding to schools to remediate their infrastructure with replacing old fixtures with new ones. 
 Provide technical assistance to schools to achieve these goals. 
 Ensure that while schools are doing their due diligence that the local water infrastructure is also updated and 

modernized accordingly. While there is some federal money to update local water infrastructure, much more is 
needed to accomplish this goal.  
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